Wellesley Apple Butter & Cheese Festival
Minutes

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.

Voting Members Present: Ronald Bisch, Theresa Bisch

Voting Members Absent: Jamie Reid, Dave Zyta, Derek Brick, George Poole, Katie Reid, Mike
Moser, Alecia Henderson, Cathy Koch

Auxiliary Members Present: Ross Hamilton, John Jacobs, Bob Reid, Carrie Siewert, Larry Kryski

Staff:

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. Since there were not enough
voting members to make a quorum, any motions would be called and voted on via email.

2. Disclosures of Pecuniary interest: None

3. Adoption of Minutes: Motion to adopt the minutes of May 12, 2026 meeting as printed:
George Poole, seconded by Theresa Bisch. In favour Ron Bisch, Katie Reid. O/S to next
meeting

4. Presentations/Delegations/Communications: The Wellesley Fall Fair requested the use
of 2 of the ABC booths for the fall fair. It was decided that they can use them, if they
arrange to move them to their preferred location and then move them back to their
original storage location, at no cost to the Festival. The Wellesley Fall fair also requested
an increase to the donation amount that the Festival gives them. The suggestion was to
increase our donation to $1,500 or whatever one of the tiers is for inclusion in the fair
donor board. An electronic vote was made: Motion to donate $1500 to the Wellesley Fall
Fair (upon council approval) George Poole, seconded by Theresa Bisch. In favour Katie
Reid, Cathy Koch O/S to next meeting

Generations Community Church also sent in a letter requesting funding towards the
Wellesley Township Backpack Program. The church took the program over from Sue
Martin 6 years ago. They are helping provide low income families their back to school
supplies. The children would receive a backpack, lunch pail and water bottle. They then
get to choose items that they like, which gives them the experience of shopping where
there are choices. More discussion required.

Both of the above funding requests will need to be approved by council.



Bob Reid also reminded the group that the ABC sign near Leis Pet Food is faded and should
be replaced. He suggested we purchase 2 new signs, so we have a spare for the next one
that will need replacing. Again, this will need to go to council for approval prior to
purchasing it. Motion to have Bob Reid look into the cost of 2 new signs by George Poole,
seconded by Theresa Bisch. In favour Katie Reid, Cathy Koch. O/S to next meeting

5. Unfinished Business:

0/S: Arena wall project.
0/S: Additional band for festival day.

0/S: Point of sale (Debit/Credit Machines). Theresa Bisch is working with the Township
and will report at the next meeting. It was suggested we may be able to use burner
phones.

0/S: Parking on David St — No solutions yet.

Pony Rides and Petting Zoo — Carrie Siewert has booked them.

Sandhills Maple Products - A bus will run throughout the day for sugar bush tours.
0/S: Additional Signage for Festival Day

0/S: Mascots for Festival Day — Carrie Siewert found a supplier of generic mascots on Etsy who
only charges $400. We would need to provide T-shirt/aprons. Motion by George Poole,
seconded by Theresa Bisch. In favour: Katie Reid, Cathy Koch O/S to next meeting, but Carrie
is moving ahead with this before a formal vote.

6. New Business:

Michael Fritz has indicated that he no longer wishes to run the cider booth near the
arena. A discussion ensued with a possible solution of moving the Cider Mill booth to
that location. O/S item



Sponsorship from Pork Board and Dairy Board. Kelly Deneka will reach out to these
groups. Done. Thank-you Kelly

Wellesley Fall Fair request for use of 2 booth and additional funding was discussed as
was a request from Generations Church for funding toward the Backpack Program.

Round Table Reports:

Kelly Deneka reported that they have lots of new vendors this year.

Bob Reid reminded the group that the ABC sign by Leis Pet is faded and should be
replaced.

The lighting for the new Gateway signs was also discussed and will be kept as an
outstanding item for a future meeting. O/S

Funding for a picnic shelter/pavilion was also discussed. Derek Brick was going to get a
cost estimate but hasn’t reported yet. O/S

7. Financial Report: Theresa Bisch reported the Township reserve had a balance of
$134,875.72 as of June 2, 2026.

8. Other Business:
9. Next Meeting: July 14, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.

10. Adjournment: 8:24 p.m.



