Wellesley Apple Butter & Cheese Festival
Minutes
Tuesday, May 12, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.

Sandhills Maple Products
1270 Manser Road, Wellesley

Voting Members Present: Jamie Reid, Ronald Bisch, Theresa Bisch, George Poole, Katie Reid,
Mike Moser, Alecia Henderson, Cathy Koch

Voting Members Absent: Dave Zyta, Derek Brick

Auxiliary Members Present: Ross Hamilton, Andrew Martin, MaryAnne Perry, Michael Fritz,
John Jacobs, Bob Reid, Carrie Siewert, Larry Kryski, Tim Leis, Sean Bond, Cassandra Smyth, Mike
Barker

Staff:

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. with Opening remarks by Tim
Leis, who introduced the Wagler family who welcomed the Festival committee to Sandhills
Maple Products. John Wagler gave a short explanation of what the sugar bush tour would
look like on Festival Day.

2. Disclosures of Pecuniary interest: None

3. Adoption of Minutes: Motion to adopt the minutes of April 14, 2026 meeting as printed:
Katie Reid, seconded by Ron Bisch. Carried

4. Presentations/Delegations/Communications: Tyrone Debrouwer from WOW 1 Day
Painting was planning on attending but was called away. Michael Fritz spoke on his behalf
with samples of the stain colours and the countertops for the improvements to the
booths.

Motion #4 — 2026: That the Apple Butter and Cheese Festival move forward with
having Murray Leis replace the booth countertops for a cost of $135/countertop for a
total of $3,915 plus HST. Motion By: Cathy Koch, Seconded by Mike Moser. Carried

Motion #5 — 2026: That the Apple Butter and Cheese Festival move forward with
staining the booth panels red beneath the counters and brown for the other



structures in the booths for a total of 2,666.80 including HST. Motion By: Cathy Koch,
Seconded by Alecia Henderson. Carried

A short break followed these discussions for dessert provided by the Wagler family. Rhubarb
crisp and Apple Crisp made with maple syrup were served with ice cream. Thank-you for your
generosity.

5. Unfinished Business:

Transition to new storage building. Jamie Reid presented the results of his and Derek
Brick’s meeting with the Township staff. The cost to the Festival will be approximately
$3,600. If the racking is not sufficient, a Sea Container is an option at the Festival’s expense.

Motion #6 — 2026: That the Apple Butter and Cheese Festival move forward with the
Township proposal for the new storage area. Motion By: Katie Reid, seconded by
Alecia Henderson. Carried.

0/S: Arena wall project. MaryAnne Perry reported that it is in progress at this time.
0/S: Additional band for festival day. Jamie Reid will source the bands.

0/S: Point of sale (Debit/Credit Machines). Theresa Bisch is working with the Township
and will report at the next meeting.

Memorial Benches — the Township has agreed that the benches we currently have can be
placed somewhere around the village, but not in the Recreation Centre. Derek Brick and
Jamie Reid will install them with the help of the Township.

Volunteer Fair — Jamie Reid, Ron Bisch and Theresa Bisch greeted potential volunteers and 4
new people signed up.

0/S: Parking on David St — No solutions yet.

Pony Rides and Petting Zoo — Carrie Siewert has booked them.

Sandhills Maple Products - A bus will run throughout the day for sugar bush tours.
0/S: Additional Signage for Festival Day

0/S: Mascots for Festival Day — Katie Reid reported that the costs she found were very high. A
discussion ensued and if anyone else can find a less expensive manufacturer please bring this
back for next meeting.



6. New Business:

Everyone was encouraged to look at the proposals for the old arena and community
centre and either make their comments online or at one of the Public Engagement open
houses to be held on May 19 at the Bill Gies Recreation Centre or on May 21 at the St.
Clements Community Centre. Both run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
https://www.engagewr.ca/reimaging-wellesley-arena-and-community-centre-lands

Round Table Reports:

Jamie Reid reported that the Tavistock Gazette will produce the handouts again this
year. They will also work in the QR codes.

MaryAnne Perry has advertising going in the Daytripper magazine.
Alecia Henderson reminded Jamie Reid to book the stage.

7. Financial Report: Theresa Bisch reported the Township reserve had a balance of
$133,373.08 as of May 5, 2026.

8. Other Business:
9. Next Meeting: June 9, 2026 — 7:30 — Ron Bisch will chair this meeting.

10. Adjournment: 8:39 p.m. on a motion from Cathy Koch. Seconded by Mike Moser.


https://www.engagewr.ca/reimaging-wellesley-arena-and-community-centre-lands

